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Local Elections 2023

JUNTS

DAISY-BELLE DUMSDAY
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR & LOCAL ORGANISER
BLACKBURN FOODBANK




BLACKBURN
DARWEN

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Blackburn with Darwen BwD is a unitary Overall Voter 2.53 % decrease
Borough Council authority consisting Turnout 2022 compared to the 2019
of 17 wards. Local Elections.
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Hold an open house each day the foodbank was open for people to come and receive support

registering to vote and applying for a voter authority certificate. All advertising materials were

produced in the three main languages of Blackburn with Darwen; English, Urdu & Polish.

LOCAL ELECTIONS ARE
COMING...

Ask yourself these three questions:

Do I know how or

where to vote? Am I registered

to vote?
Do I have a

voting ID?

If you answered "no" to any of these...
WE CAN HELP!

Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from the 3rd-21st April.

We can help you register and obtain a voter ID.
Refreshments provided

Blackburn Foodbank, Oakenhurst Road, ﬁ'fit’i'i':ib%lk

BB2 1SN

ZBLIZAJA SIE WYBORY

LOKALNE

Zadaj sobie te trzy pytania:

Czy wiem jak i Czy jestem
gdzie gtosowaé? zarejestrowany
Czy mam do gtosowania?
identyfikator do
gtosowania?

Jesli na ktores z tych pytan odpowiedziates
Lhie”...
mozemy pomaoc!

W kazdy poniedziatek, wtorek, srode i piatek
od 3 do 21 kwietnia.

Pomozemy Ci zarejestrowa¢ sie i uzyskac
identyfikator wyborcy

Poczestunek zapewniony

Blackburn Foodbank, Oakenhurst Road, .
BB2 1SN foodbank
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Registering to vote for the 2023 local elections

- allyour cliznt will need is their national inswrance number.

- Please mizke sure you take the client through 2ach page thoroughly so that they
understand their options for opting in and out of open register, voting viz post or in
pErsomn etc.

- We MUST add everyone we support to the evidence spreadsheet in sharspaint,

If you are unsure of the proczss of registering to vote online, watch the video below.
hittps: outube. comwatch P w=KMCIFU'Y PRt

If you hawve someaone wha is of no fised abode, this reguires you to fill out & paper form to be
posted.

There are copiss of this form in the voting folder, or via the link below. Please make peopls
using this form aware that they may not be registerad in time for this local election.

https:/fassets.publishing service. gov.u ernment/upload ste my/upbosds/atachment
data/file/031887/Register-to-vote-if-you-havent-got-a-fined-or-permanent-address-

Apply for photo ID to vote (called a “Voter Authority Certificate’)
https:/ fwww.gov.uk/apoly-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate

‘wie cam help people apply for 3 vioter authority Certificate if they do not have 2 valid form of
Photo 1D You can check what 1D is accepted wia the link below.
it gow.uk how-to-vote‘photo-id-youll-need

If wou have just supported someone to register to vote and their application is processing,
wou can still apply for 2 VAC by clicking the option that reads ™7 recently opplied, but my
registrotion has aot heen confirmed”

For the wAC, the cient will need their national insurance number* and you will need to take 3
digitzl photograph of them.
Your digital photo must be:

s clezrand in focus

= incalour

= agsinst 3 plain, light-coloured background

= yourtrue likeness, with no photoshop or filters

= 3t lesst S00=750 pixels

= IPE, PNE or SIF format — min S0KB, max 20ME — please note if you take the photo
on an jghane, the file may be & HEIC so will need converting.

In your photo you must:

= face forwards, looking straight 3t the camerz
=+ bezlone, with no ather objects or pecgle
= have & plain expression

+ have eyes open and visible, with no hair in front of them

= notwear sunglassss, but normal glazzes are fine if you typically wesr them
= nothave 3 head covering [eoart from religious or madiczl reasons)

= nothave red-eye’, glare or shedows over your face

Plezze s2e the vAC guide which iz behind this documsnt.

Apply for photo 1D to vote
(called a'Voter Authority
Certificata”)

Simple "how-to" guides created in order to enable all staff and volunteers to support clients.

Are you registered to vote?
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How do you plan to vote?

Can you bring one of the
following to the polling
station?

e i e

Do you have a phetocard
driving licence you can bring
to the polling station? O tommems
& T —
=3 =3
E:?::;ﬁ:ﬁ;:ﬁmwu Based onwhat you've told
station? us, you can apply for a Voter
T - Authority Certificate
= =3
What Is the postcode foryour What is your namae?
registerad UK address?
e




CHILDREN'S CENTRES

Blackburn with Darwen has 8 children's centres across the borough. Pop-up sessions were
organised to provide voting support. All advertising materials were produced in the three main
languages of Blackburn with Darwen; English, Urdu & Polish.

LOCAL ELECTIONS ARE COMING...

Ask yourself these three questions: ... ¢
[ ]

Do I know how or

where to vote? Am I registered

to vote?
Do I have a

voting ID?

If you answered "no" to any of these...
we can help you register and apply for a
voting ID!

Just bring your national insurance number.

Wednesday Sth April
Highercroft Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Wensley Fold Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Wednesday 12th April
Shadsworth Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Livesey Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Thursday 13th April
Darwen Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Hancock Street Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Friday 14th April
Little Harwood Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Audley & Queen's Park Children's Centre 12:30-14:30
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Wednesday 5th April
Highercroft Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Wensley Fold Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Wednesday 12th April
Shadsworth Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Livesey Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Thursday 13th April
Darwen Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Hancock Street Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Friday 14th April
Little Harwood Children's Centre 10:00-12:00

Audley & Queen's Park Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

ZBLIZAJA SIE WYBORY LOKALNE

Zadaj sobie te trzy pytania: f&“ﬁ'dbgpk

Czy wiem jakii Czy jestem
gdzie gtosowaé? zarejestrowany
Czy mam do gtosowania?
identyfikator do
gtosowania?

Jesli na ktores z tych pytan odpowiedziates ,nie”...
mozemy pomaoc!
Pomozemy Ci zarejestrowac sie i uzyskaé identyfikator
wyborcy

Wednesday 5th April
Highercroft Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Wensley Fold Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Wednesday 12th April
Shadsworth Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Livesey Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Thursday 13th April
Darwen Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Hancock Street Children's Centre 12:30-14:30

Friday 14th April
Little Harwood Children's Centre 10:00-12:00
Audley & Queen's Park Children's Centre 12:30-14:30



mﬂi‘ ITHE |

‘I'IUL {'ﬂ = Imr
ﬂgz“-w

peadline to register v
17th April 2023

peadline t© apply fo!
puthority certifi ' | e 1 | .
i ] |
= B, " L tionaL insus ancefuuairer AnE i3] |

(if no photo 1
25vh April 2023 @

E CAN HELP YOU
FOR A VOTIN AUTHORITY

ALL VOU NEED IS YOUR




CHILDREN'S CENTRES FINDINGS

Highercroft children's centre

nobody attended the children's centre during the time period.
Wensley Fold children’'s centre
12 people attended the children's centre during the time period. All 12 were already registered to
vote, but 8 of those 12 were unaware of the new photo ID rule. One voter stated "I have been voting
for years, I know where my polling station is so I didn't think to read the polling card when it came
through”.
Shadsworth children’'s centre -
3 people were willing to discuss the local elections. One of the 3 were registered to vote and the
outstanding 2 did not want to register.
Livesey children’s centre -

Nobody attended the children's centre during the time period.



3 people were willing to discuss the local elections. One of the 3 were registered to vote and the

Shadsworth Children's Centre

outstanding 2 did not want to register. When asked why, the feedback was:

“They say one thing and do another. There’s nothing that would persuade me to vote.”

“I just don’t understand so don’t bother. I also just don’t have the time” - when asked what could be
done to help make the elections more accessible or easier to understand - “Nothing, really. It's a

time thing” Pointed out that postal votes are straight forward and easier to do. Still a “NO”.

“I am registered, but I never vote, never have” - when asked what might change the mind about
using the vote - “better upkeep on my council house, issues for ages with heating and damp”
Pointed out that voting in the local election could make this possible. Still no interest in voting.

States would vote if these changes were made.



Due to the low attendance rates of the children's centres, it was decided to cancel the final 4 drop-in
sessions and focus on the clients of the foodbank. Myself and a volunteer dedicated two days to talking

to the clients of the foodbank and encouraging people to register.

Over the course of the two days, 10 people were supported to register to vote
and 3 of those 10 were supported to apply for a voter authority certificate.

Reasons for not voting included:

"They say will do loads of stuff and then do the opposite.”
"Hard to keep up with.
"They don’t do anything for anyone so it’s pointless. "

"I studied politics at uni, so I know how pointless it is. We are

1better with community based projects like the foodbank instead."




o Use your in-house resources first - In reflection, I feel there could have been more

success and higher numbers of registrations if the whole project had taken place at
Blackburn Foodbank. The clients we have are trusting of the service and many of them
already have a relationship with the staff and volunteers. The expansion into the children's
centres would have been better placed further on into a project.
0 Approach - I was not prepared for the amount of unwillingness to discuss the local
elections of even the role of the council. I would change my approach to engage people by
asking what changes they might like to see in their areas and let this lead organicaly to a
conversation about voting.
0 Push-back - Some people simply do not want to vote. The ability to realise when a

conversation has nowhere to go or when someone is frustrated if you keep pushing.
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