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Why Local Elections?

BwD is a unitary
authority consisting

of 17 wards.

Overall Voter
Turnout 2022

2.53 % decrease
compared to the 2019

Local Elections.
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The plan...
Hold an open house each day the foodbank was open for people to come and receive support

registering to vote and applying for a voter authority certificate. All advertising materials were
produced in the three main languages of Blackburn with Darwen; English, Urdu & Polish. 



The plan continued...
Simple "how-to" guides created in order to enable all staff and volunteers to support clients.



Children's Centres
Blackburn with Darwen has 8 children's centres across the borough. Pop-up sessions were

organised to provide voting support. All advertising materials were produced in the three main
languages of Blackburn with Darwen; English, Urdu & Polish. 



Children's Centres






Highercroft children's centre 

 nobody attended the children's centre during the time period.

Wensley Fold children's centre 

 12 people attended the children's centre during the time period. All 12 were already registered to

vote, but 8 of those 12 were unaware of the new photo ID rule. One voter stated "I have been voting

for years, I know where my polling station is so I didn't think to read the polling card when it  came

through".

Shadsworth children's centre -

3 people were willing to discuss the local elections. One of the 3 were registered to vote and the

outstanding 2 did not want to register. 

Livesey children's centre -

Nobody attended the children's centre during the time period.




Children's Centres findings



Children's Centres findings


Shadsworth Children's Centre 

3 people were ﻿willing to discuss the local elections. One of the 3 were registered to vote and the

outstanding 2 did not want to register. When asked why, the feedback was:

“They say one thing and do another. There’s nothing that would persuade me to vote.”  




“I just don’t understand so don’t bother. I also just don’t have the time” – when asked what could be

done to help make the elections more accessible or easier to understand – “Nothing, really. It’s a

time thing” Pointed out that postal votes are straight forward and easier to do. Still a “NO”.  




“I am registered, but I never vote, never have” – when asked what might change the mind about

using the vote – “better upkeep on my council house, issues for ages with heating and damp”

Pointed out that voting in the local election could make this possible. Still no interest in voting.

States would vote if these changes were made.  



Blackburn Foodbank Results
Due to the low attendance rates of the children's centres, it was decided to cancel the final 4 drop-in

sessions and focus on the clients of the foodbank. Myself and a volunteer dedicated two days to talking
to the clients of the foodbank and encouraging people to register. 




Over the course of the two days, 10 people were supported to register to vote
and 3 of those 10 were supported to apply for a voter authority certificate.






Reasons for not voting included:



"They say will do loads of stuff and then do the opposite."  



"Hard to keep up with. "



"They don’t do anything for anyone so it’s pointless. " 



"I studied politics at uni, so I know how pointless it is. We are

better with community based projects like the foodbank instead." 






learnings...
Use your in-house resources first - In reflection, I feel there could have been more

success and higher numbers of registrations if the whole project had taken place at

Blackburn Foodbank. The clients we have are trusting of the service and many of them

already have a relationship with the staff and volunteers. The expansion into the children's

centres would have been better placed further on into a project.

Approach - I was not prepared for the amount of unwillingness to discuss the local

elections of even the role of the council. I would change my approach to engage people by

asking what changes they might like to see in their areas and let this lead organicaly to a

conversation about voting. 

Push-back - Some people simply do not want to vote. The ability to realise when a

conversation has nowhere to go or when someone is frustrated if you keep pushing. 
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